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The Firekeeper’s Daughter
Introduction
The novel is about a half French and half Ojibwe girl who is passionate about sports, science and justice. The text revolves around her constant search for identity, her life and her involvement in the search for justice. This paper explores the development of Daunis Fontamine, the main theme explored in the novel and how the author creates suspense in the reader through the text.
Fontaine’s value for her family is outstanding. Additionally, she is very attentive, she remembers some of the words that Travis even when they were not addressed to her. The protagonist is also very secretive. It is interesting how she keeps secrets from even those he considers very close to her like her mother and Teddy. Daunis’ life is filled with various setbacks like being raped by Grant and being kidnapped. However, these experiences help reveal her inner strength as she becomes more focused and brave even after realizing that the culprits would not be charged for their crimes against her. All the experiences that Daunis go through help shape her future. She not only rethinks her passions but also moves on and is focused on healing and becoming a healer herself as symbolized by the Jingle dance at the powwow.
The main theme expressed in the book is the search for identity. Daunis, being a half cast of the Ojibwe and French worlds, has the need to belong and to be identified as a true native daughter of her land. Though not an enrolled member of the Ojibwe clan, she is fascinated by her culture and often attends cultural ceremonies just to learn more about her culture. Daunis’ search for identity reveals her main purpose in life and her true passion apart from sports. She identifies herself as someone who finds satisfaction in becoming a traditional healer in her own village. Jamie is also in search of his identity. Having been adopted, he does not know his roots and Daunis suggests that it would be better for him to find himself and his roots before they can be together.
The author leaves a lot of unanswered questions in the mind of the reader. She mainly creates suspense through her characters. The character Jamie, for instance, creates a lot of suspense. The only information known on him are retrieved from what Daunis thinks of him. His real name may not be Jamie and the reader is left with the question, “who is Jamie?” The author also creates suspense through the introduction of the “little people.” Boulley does not clearly explain whether the little people are hallucinations or real. Daunis’ research does not reveal any detail or evidence to prove whether the little people are real or not.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]The character and development of Daunis helps create the flow of the story. Her interaction with other characters is helpful in revealing her search for identity alongside the search for justice. By incorporating characters whose profiles are incomplete and mostly secretive, the author is able to achieve suspense in the text.
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